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befitting more the new Jerusalem than distracted Europe, but
there was ominous new reserve in many of the speeches that
prefaced it. The French in particular seemed to be thinking in
terms more of obstruction than progress—facing defeat as against
their ex-Allies, they sought compensation from their dealings with
their ex-enemy—and all Stresemann's efforts to find a Franco-
German basis were rebuffed. Briand was much too subtle a
statesman to have attached any real importance to the duel with
Hermann Mueller, but the Geneva incident afforded an excellent
excuse for reticence and evasion. He was hardly in a position to
indulge even in the semblance of a Thoiry idyll. Premier since
July 26, owing to Poincare's breakdown, he was acutely conscious
that the formidable Lorrainer, who did not admit words like
"idyll" into his vocabulary, was still dictating the policy of the
cabinet, and that little opportunity would be allowed him for any
of these imaginative gestures of which he was so fond and which
had so often served him better than the more difficult feats of
constructive statesmanship. He told his countrymen defiantly that
the conference would attain only partial results, and that their
delegates would face the greatest responsibilities that had faced
a French delegation since the war had ended. Stresemann, back
in Berlin at the end of July to find that Mueller was now in a
nursing home, must have read these words with a grim tightening
of the lips. Briand need not have feared an attempt to "Thoirify";
his fellow-idyllist had temporarily become as ferocious a realist
as Poincare himself.
From the day (August 5) that the German delegation installed
itself at Scheveningen there was only incessant and harassing
toil. Its leader lost no time in challenging the French view on
the task of the conference. Its result, he declared, must be the
concession of real equality and a genuine co-operation between
the nations whom the war had separated:
If in recent years we have to deplore a certain weakness in the
will to reach such an entente and have to reckon with a certain
disillusion among the peoples, yet I hope for a new impulse, for
a quickening of the tempo of achievement, as a result of the
conference's work.

